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FIRES POSE THREAT TO RESIDENTS OF BELLAIRE WEST

It has been reported that numerous fires have occurred in the wooded area to the south of the Alief Community Park which borders Section 5 of the Bellaire West subdivision.  At least five fires have been confirmed in that area in recent months, but there are indications that possibly more have occurred. This poses a potentially serious threat to the properties and to the personal safety of those homeowners/residents who live in the line of homes located on the north side of Stroud Dr. west of South Kirkwood. 

The regularity in occurrence of these fires leads one to believe that they may have been intentionally set. It has also been reported that unidentified individuals (possibly from this subdivision) have been seen in the immediate area at the time the fires occurred and running from the area after the fires were ignited.  It is imperative that residents be watchful of any suspicious activity occurring in that area. Parents please talk to your children and make sure they are not involved. We all need to work together to try to prevent future occurrences before there are more serious consequences. 
Please note that this type of criminal activity can have an adverse impact on property values. If homes are damaged or destroyed, even those improved lots in the subdivision that are not physically affected by any fire could likely see a contingent loss in their property value. (Thanks to the homeowner who provided this information.)
BELLAIRE WEST ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS

The yearly meeting for the election of Board members will be held on January 12, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Center at 11511 Rowan Lane between Belle Park and Baneway. There are openings on the Board and your help to serve as a volunteer would be greatly appreciated.  Board members serve a two-year term and Board member terms are staggered so that only half of the Board positions are up for election at the beginning of each year. Presently, there are six Board members, however, a nine panel Board is desirable so that the work load is more evenly distributed and so that all items receive the necessary attention. 

How can you help?  Secretary – record minutes for all meetings; Treasurer – liaison with Genesis Community Management, Inc. on financial matters, prepare budget and monthly reports; Park, Pool and Grounds – oversee common grounds maintenance, pool contractor, swim season registration and park grounds; Deed Restrictions – liaison with Genesis Community Management, Inc. on deed restriction violations;  Architectural Control  – approve paint colors, reconstruction and remodeling of properties; Community Center liaison – oversee property and liaison with custodian/agent; Newsletter – create newsletter and prepare for printing and mailing. 

DEED RESTRICTIONS

Deed Restrictions are strictly enforced for the betterment of the community.  Please familiarize yourself with the deed restrictions and maintain compliance.  Homeowners who are notified that they are in violation of the deed restrictions should take immediate action to correct the violation.  Failure to comply could result in late fees, penalties and a lien against your property.  All homeowners/residents are legally bound to comply with the “Restated and Amended Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions” that were approved in 2004.
ANNUAL MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT

When you purchase or own a home in the Bellaire West community, you automatically become a member of the Bellaire West Homeowners Association (HOA).  The HOA consists of all homeowners and a Board of Directors that oversee the day to day management of the subdivision. As a homeowner, and subsequently, a member of the HOA, you are required by law to remit an annual maintenance fee in the amount of $120.00.  

Maintenance fees are utilized primarily for the upkeep of common areas located within the Bellaire West community.  These areas include, but are not limited to, the Community Center, the pool, park and entrances to the subdivision.  Additionally, these revenues provide the subdivision with a management company, pay the legal costs associated with deed restriction enforcement and help to support special neighborhood events.

By now, all Bellaire West homeowners should have received a statement for the annual maintenance assessment fee of $120.00 for the year 2006.  Payment is due by January 1, 2006 and after the 31st day of January (if the payment has not been received) the account shall be assessed an interest charge of 10% per annum. Some mortgage companies pay the maintenance assessment fee from the homeowner’s escrow account; however, very few of them still provide this service. Most homeowners are billed directly by Genesis Community Management, Inc. Any homeowner having questions regarding billing/payment needs to contact his/her mortgage company, and if the mortgage company does not provide this service, it will be necessary to contact Genesis Community Management, Inc. @ 713-953-0808 for information. Any resident who does not receive a statement needs to contact Genesis Community Management, Inc. to insure that the management company has the correct mailing address.  Statements are mailed to the last known address of the homeowner according to information on the Association records. Please be aware that the Bellaire West Homeowners Association incurs the initial cost for the processing and collection of delinquent fees.  However, these fees will then be charged back to the account of the delinquent homeowner for reimbursement. 

Bellaire West operates under a zero tolerance policy regarding non-payment of maintenance fees.  Failure to remit payment by the due date will result in additional fees and penalties, including a possible lien against your property and potentially the loss of your home if you refuse to pay.

FALL AND WINTER LAWN MAINTENANCE

Bellaire West deed restrictions specify that regular maintenance of yards is required not only during the spring and summer months, but during the fall and winter months as well. Residents should mow, edge grass at sidewalks, driveways and around trees and shrubs every few weeks to keep the neighborhood looking nice even during those drab days of winter. Often residents will mow and edge the yard, but neglect to edge the grass in the cracks of sidewalks adjacent to the street or in the driveway. TIP: It is very easy to remove the grass in the cracks of sidewalks next to the street or in the driveway with your weed eater/trimmer by using the same method that is used for edging grass adjacent to sidewalks. Hold the handle in the same position, line up the monofilament line coming out of the trimmer even with the crack and remove the grass. Applying a weed/grass killer to the weeds/grass growing in the cracks also reduces the frequency in which this has to be done. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT AND TRASH CONTAINER FINES

Sec. 39-65 (c) of the Houston Code of Ordinances states that it is unlawful to place or allow to remain at the curbline any materials for regular city collection service prior to 6:00 p.m. on the day preceding a day designated for collection service at that location.  It is also unlawful to allow collection containers or recycling containers to remain at the curbline after 10 p.m. on the day upon which the waste or recyclables are collected by the department. Any person in violation shall be guilty of an offense and may be subject to a fine. Please report violations to 311.
MJ KHAN MEETING ON OCTOBER 20, 2005

MJ Khan was our guest speaker at a Bellaire West special meeting on October 20. Twenty-five homeowners were in attendance.  The main topic of discussion was the lack of police presence in Bellaire West which is directly related to a significant loss of manpower in the department due to the high number of police officers (approximately 600 to 800 officers) taking early retirement. One of the items addressed was the loud boom boxes that create noise disturbance for which officers have written hundreds of tickets throughout the city of Houston. Additionally, HPD has taken steps to get gang graffiti abated.  For gang graffiti concerns, residents may call 281-584-4700. The poor condition of our sidewalks was discussed. City ordinance states that the sidewalks are the responsibility of the homeowner, and the city will not construct sidewalks in a residential area.  However, if a sidewalk is a main walkway for children going to school (or to a school bus stop), the city will consider with helping to make improvements as part of the Safe School Program. The city will also consider investigating complaints if negligent or faulty utilities are responsible for sidewalk damage.  Heavy trash violations, immobile vehicles, unkempt vacant lots, etc. should be reported to Neighborhood Protection @ 311, but residents can also contact the HPD Ranchester storefront @713-272-3673 as those officers work closely with Neighbor Protection inspectors. The Neighborhood Street Reconstruction (NSR) via the Capital Improvement Plan is the appropriate contact for residents experiencing subsidence damage to streets @ 311. Animal Control has been notified of problems in our area with dogs running loose and if problems continue, please notify them @ 713-238-2170.  The business property @ 11511 Rowan was inspected on August 16 and a follow up inspection is planned. “No Parking” signs were requested on Corona west of Kirkwood because of church parking blocking the flow of traffic entering Section 4 from Kirkwood.  Those signs were installed a couple of days after the meeting.

WARNING! THE BELLAIRE WEST SUBDIVISION WILL BE PATROLLED BY HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS NEW YEAR’S EVE AND NEW YEAR’S DAY.  PERSONS CAUGHT WITH FIREWORKS OR FIRING GUNS WILL BE TICKETED AND POSSIBLY ARRESTED.  BE FOREWARNED.  DON'T DO IT!
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