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COUNCILMAN MJ KHAN TO ATTEND BELLAIRE WEST GENERAL MEETING IN JULY

All homeowners/residents of Bellaire West are encouraged to attend our next Homeowners Association general meeting on July 14, 2005 and meet with Councilman MJ Khan.  This is a great opportunity for those residents who have questions or concerns regarding the subdivision and the surrounding areas. The meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Center at 11511 Rowan Lane located between Belle Park and Baneway.

BELLAIRE WEST SURVEY ENCLOSED
A survey is enclosed for the purpose of gathering responses/information from homeowners regarding important issues and to solicit ideas and suggestions for making improvements in our subdivision.  Emphasis is on the pool, neighborhood security and the Community Center on Rowan Lane as these specific items (which are considered major expense items) continue to surface in discussions among residents.  We highly encourage and plead with each homeowner to respond to the survey and return it as soon as possible.  However, before completing the survey, please consider the following.

(1) Pool –  (a) The cost of maintaining the pool is approximately $60,000.00 annually which increases with added expenditures for necessary and/or major repairs to the pool, buildings and equipment. The pool consumes a substantial amount of money, and it is available for use only 3 months out of the year. (b) Increasingly, the pool area has become a constant target of gang activity, vandalism and graffiti, due possibly in part to its secluded location.  It imposes on the personal time of someone on the Board to keep a watchful eye on the facility for constant problems and graffiti clean up. (c) Last year approximately 12% of the 1416 homeowners/residents registered for pool use.  (d) During the May 2005 registration, only 71 (5%) of the 1416 homes registered to use the pool this summer which does not reflect a high interest in the pool for the $60,000.00 plus expenditure each year.  

(2) Security – A February, 2005 quote from the Precinct 5 Constables office (Glen Cheek) for security coverage is $56,215.00 a year per deputy for 8 hours per day/5 days per week.  Additionally, signs would be posted in our subdivision indicating that security was present. Two primary reasons for having security are (1) visibility of an officer in a marked vehicle and (2) its use as a deterrent for crime in our neighborhood.  A possible co-op with another subdivision in the area would give us double that time for the same cost, however, the officer would have to cover two subdivisions during that time instead of one.   

(3) Community Center – One estimate to upgrade the existing Community Center on its present site at 11511 Rowan Lane was quoted at $50,000.00 to $60,000.00.  However, the present building on Rowan will still need further analysis of the foundation and condition of the wood. The low usage rate of the Community Center does not justify any plan to build a brand new Community Center at a cost of approximately $250,000.00 on the site of the current pool complex at 7702 Baneway. Upgrading the present facility appears to be far more feasible than considering a new facility altogether.

GENERAL MEETING CHANGES - BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED

General meetings of the Bellaire West Community Improvement Association will be held bi-annually instead of quarterly beginning with the July 14, 2005 general meeting.  (The Association is required to have only one general meeting per year.)  The decision to reduce the number of meetings was a result of consistently low attendance and the lack of participation by homeowners. The meetings will be held on the second Thursday of the month in January and July @ 7:30 p.m. in the Community Center at 11511 Rowan Lane located between Belle Park and Baneway. 

The Bellaire West Homeowners Association is in desperate need of Board members.  We must have a minimum of three Board members to keep the Association active.  If the number of Board members falls below three, the Association (in its present state) will cease to exist.  Without the ability to enforce deed restrictions, or to obtain legal assistance from the City of Houston, or to have anyone oversee the grounds or the facilities, the subdivision will significantly deteriorate and decline along with property values.  The pool may have to be closed as well.  At the present time, we have four Board members, but that number will soon be reduced because one of our Board members will be moving.  Homeowners who are interested in participating on the Board are encouraged to contact any Board member whose phone number is listed inside this newsletter.  The only qualification for being a Board member is that he/she must be a homeowner with no open deed restriction violations on record and he/she must be current in maintenance fee payments.

WHY REPORT MINOR CRIME?


In the past few months, a number of cars have been vandalized in our subdivision. Glass has been smashed and the emblems on trunks, grills, sides and bumpers have been ripped off.  These can be seen as minor to major irritations, but as with any vandalism, it is still a crime. Even if you do not file a claim on your car insurance, it is important to report the crime to the police @ 713-884-3131.  By filing a report, you are helping to create a set of statistics that can be used to justify to the police that increased coverage of your street or section is required.  Increased police coverage of your neighborhood will not decrease home and property values, but continued and escalating vandalism-related crimes WILL! (Reference: www.bellairewest.org)

POCKET BIKES BANNED ON PUBLIC STREETS

Pocket bikes have become increasingly popular and these mini-motorcycles are creating significant problems on neighborhood streets.  The mini-motorcycles, which can reach speeds of 50 mph or more, are dangerous on the roadways, creating hazards for both the pocket bike riders and the unsuspecting motorists who drive through the neighborhoods and can’t quite see them because of their small size.  

According to the Texas Department of Public Safety, pocket bikes are illegal on public roadways primarily because they cannot be titled and registered as vehicles, and they do not meet the equipment standards as required by federal and Texas law.  Persons caught driving these mini-motorcycles on public streets could receive numerous citations, including operating an unregistered vehicle, no driver’s license, no insurance and various equipment violations. Since the mini-motorcycles are “motor vehicles” they cannot be ridden on sidewalks.  They can only be operated on private property.  (Reference: DPS)

In addition, the Houston City Council passed an ordinance (effective Monday, May 30, 2005) banning the mini-motorcycles/pocket bikes from city streets.  Unlike state law, the city ordinance has defined the mini-motorcycles specifically, making it easier for the Houston Police Department to crack down on their use.  Anyone caught riding the pocket bikes on city streets could face a $500.00 fine.  The new ordinance also gives police the authority to hold a parent/guardian responsible for allowing children under 18 years of age to operate the vehicles on streets, sidewalks, alleys, and parks. (Reference: Houston Chronicle)

2005 MAINTENANCE FEE

All Bellaire West homeowners should have received a statement for the 2005 Annual Maintenance Assessment fee of $120.00 before the end of 2004.  Payment was due by January 31, 2005. By law, homeowners receive notification of the Annual Maintenance Assessment fee when they purchase a home in the subdivision, and they are legally required to pay this fee on an annual basis. There is an increasing number of homeowners who fail to pay this annual fee and that puts an unfair burden on those homeowners who consistently remain up to date on their Annual Maintenance Assessment.   Therefore, it is the Association’s intent to aggressively pursue those who do not pay their fees. The situation has become serious enough that the Bellaire West Board of Directors has adopted a “zero” tolerance policy regarding those homeowners who do not pay the annual fee, and appropriate legal action will be taken to collect the monies owed. Any homeowner who is not up to date has had and will continue to have additional interest and penalties added to their account. If it becomes necessary, a lien will be placed on the home and/or the home will be subject to foreclosure.  To avoid further penalties or if you have any questions regarding your account, please contact Genesis Community Management @ 713-953-0808. 
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