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BELLAIRE WEST ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS

The yearly meeting for the election of Board members will be held on January 13, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at the Community Center at 11511 Rowan Lane between Belle Park and Baneway.  There are openings on the Board and your help is needed to serve as a volunteer.  Board members serve a two-year term and Board member terms are staggered so that only half of the Board positions are up for election at the beginning of each year.  A nine panel Board is desirable so that the work load is more evenly distributed and so that all items receive the necessary attention.  

How can you help?  Secretary – record minutes for all meetings; Treasurer – liaison with Genesis Community Management, Inc. on financial matters, prepare budget and monthly reports; Park, Pool and Grounds – oversee common grounds maintenance, pool contractor, swim season registration and park grounds; Deed Restrictions – liaison with Genesis Community Management, Inc. on deed restriction violations;  Architectural Control  – approve paint colors, reconstruction and remodeling of properties; Community Center liaison – oversee property and liaison with custodian/agent; Newsletter – create newsletter and prepare for printing and mailing. 

ALIEF SUPER NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

Volunteers with the Alief Community Association and the Alief Super Neighborhood Council are working to change the image of the Alief area and to make it a safe, clean and beautiful place to work and live.  They are responsible for planting many of the trees on esplanades, right-of-ways, and other public properties, and the painting of curbs on Bissonnet. They have conducted clean-ups, worked with the city to add additional streetlights, won additional transportation, and participated in a health fair that provided free vaccinations for Alief children.  Additionally, they have thwarted efforts to build additional low-income housing that would burden the already over-crowded Alief school system.  

All of the labor for these projects is voluntary, however, donations and contributions are needed for materials and maintenance. Anyone who is interested in volunteering to help or for more information, please contact Marie Lee @ 832-492-0031 or Mike Rippert @ 713-504-2852 or visit the web site @ www.aliefsuperneighborhood.org. For anyone who would like to make a tax-deductible donation in any amount, checks may be made out to Alief Community Association and mailed to Alief Community Association, Inc., P.O. Box 1712, Alief, Texas 77411.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the CenterPoint Energy Building at 12330 Bellaire Blvd. and everyone is invited to attend. 

VISIBLE JUNK OR INOPERABLE VEHICLES
Visible junk or inoperable vehicles are illegal as they are in violation of City of Houston Ordinance 10, Article 8, and they are also in violation of our deed restrictions (Sec 3.4).  These vehicles are unsightly and can provide harbor for rats and breeding grounds for mosquitoes.  Neighborhood Protection defines a junk or inoperable vehicle as any vehicle that:

· Is wrecked, dismantled, partially dismantled or discarded

· Is inoperable and remains inoperable for a continuous period of more than 30 days on private property and 72 hours on public property

· Has either an expired license plate (sticker) or an invalid safety inspection sticker

· Does not have an inspection sticker or valid license plate (sticker) lawfully affixed to it

Residents should remove or properly store any vehicle that cannot move under its own power, does not have a current license plate or inspection sticker or that is wrecked, dismantled or partially dismantled. The vehicle must be screened by completely enclosing the vehicle in a building (either a garage or other storage facility).  Car covers, tarps, bamboo shades and other types of materials are not acceptable screening. Towing companies registered through the Houston Police Department will tow and dispose of these vehicles for free, and many charities will also accept these vehicles.

Once a violation has been reported to 311 regarding a junk or inoperable motor vehicle on private property, an inspector is sent to take photos, record the VIN number, and issue a warning notice.  If the owner of the vehicle has not complied after 10 days, the Neighborhood Protection Department will begin the process to remove the vehicle. If, after 30 days, the owner has not complied, the vehicle will be scheduled for towing and crushing by private contractors, generally within 1- 2 weeks after the work order is issued.  After the violation is removed, a lien is placed on the property to recover the city’s costs. Fees and fines can accumulate in excess of $250.00. (NPD) Violations may be reported to 311 anonymously.

Junk or inoperable vehicles on the street or on any public property can be reported anonymously to the Houston Police Department @ 713-884-3131.

MISSING ADDRESS NUMBERS

Many homes in our subdivision do not have visible address numbers.  The City of Houston Code of Ordinances (Sec. 10-213 & Sec. 10-215) and our deed restrictions (Sec. 3.21) require that every residence have address numbers posted that are clearly visible from a public street or a private driveway.  “House numbers shall be displayed on each Lot either on the exterior of the Residential Dwelling or on the curb in front of the Lot.” (Bellaire West Deed Restrictions) All numbers that are to be posted and maintained on or within 18 inches of the main entrance to a residential dwelling shall be:

(1) Permanently affixed to the outside of the door or on the outside wall of such building

(2) Of a color which is in contrast to the background

(3) Must be at least 3 inches in height

The fine for missing address numbers is from $100.00 to $500.00.  Violations may be reported anonymously to 311.  (NPD)

HOLIDAY REMINDERS

While traditional holiday lighting (and outdoor decorations) may be displayed for two months prior to any holiday, it must be removed one month after any such holiday.  Be sure to remove all outdoor Christmas lights (and outdoor decorations) prior to February 1, 2005. (Deed Restrictions, Sec. 4.16)

The possession of fireworks and the reckless discharge of firearms in celebration of any holiday or event such as New Year’s Eve (and July 4th) are against the law within the Houston City limits, including Bellaire West.  Persons caught violating these laws will be subject to severe penalties.  Report violations to the Houston Police Department @713-884-3131.

“GOOD JOB NEIGHBOR” UPDATE

The third quarter inspection for the “Good Job Neighbor” program was conducted in September, and 306 homeowners received the “Good Job Neighbor” certificate of recognition for keeping their properties well maintained. Congratulations to those homeowners!  Let’s see if we can increase the number of certificates on the fourth quarter inspection.  Good Luck!
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